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Amendment and Response to Final Office Action 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 



1. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

maintaini ng, by a processing agent system comprising one or more server computers, a 
data repository of registered users, the data repository c omprising info rmation for a first network 
user having, a fi rst regi stration status that is set to an open status indicating that the proce ssing 
agent s ystem will process payment requests on behalf of the first network user to both preferred 
payees included in a plurality of preferred payees and to at least one other payee not included in 
the plurality of preferred p ayees; 

receiving, by [[a]] the processing agent jiystem. information identifying a sjjcond network 

user; 

determining, by the processing agent sj^stem responsive to receiving the information 
identifying the sjecond network user, a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of 
the second network user; 

setting, by the processing agent system based at least in part on the determined credit 
risk, a second registration status for the second network user to one of (i) a closed status 
indicating that the processing agent system will only process payment requests on behalf of the 
second network user to the preferred payees included in the a~defmed plurality of preferred 



mefu ded in the defined plura hty^f^r^ferod^ayeesi 

transmitting, from the processing agent system for presentation to the fir st user, when the 
r^gistratk )n status is set to the -^les«d-{^ ; as T -a^e4osed an open payment screen that enfy allows 
payment to both th e pr eferred payees and the at least one other pa yee; and a 
ptoatity-^p referred payees, and 
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transmitting, from the processing agent system for pr esentation to t he second user, when 
the registration status is set to the open status, an open a closed payment screen that only allows 
payment to either- any of the -defined ■ plural ity -of the preferred payees, payees or to one eTthe 
other- payeesr paye es^ 

the processing agent. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving information identifying 
a second network user comprises receiving information identifying the sejxmd network user from 
a sponsor of the socjond network user. 



3-11. (Canceled) 



12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein setting the a second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the defined plurality of preferred 
payees is determined by an entity other than the sjscond network user. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12. wherein setting the a second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the entity is a sponsor of the second 
network user. 



14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein setting the a second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the entity is the processing agent. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein setting the a second registration 

setting the second registration status based at least in part upon the identity of a sponsor of the 
second network user. 



3 



Serial No. 09/820,803 

Filing Date: March 30, 2001 

Amendment and Response to Final Office Action 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Withdrawn) A method for making a payment on behalf of a network user, comprising: 
recei ving, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to make 

payment on behalf of the identified network user; 

selecting one of a first mode and a second mode of operation based on the received 
information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network, user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in the received 
request. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method for enrollment in an electronic payment service, comprising: 
receiving a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an electronic payment 

service, the request including information associated with the network user; 
enrolling the network user based on the received information; 
assigning a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, determining a 
credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled network user based on the 
received information; and 

if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, changing the first user status to a 
second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being determined by 
other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 8, wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 

the first user status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 

the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

receiving a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user during the real- 
time communications session; and 

accepting for execution the received request during the real-time communications 
session. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 8, wherein: 

enrolling the network user includes verifying the received information; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 

identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a financial account associated with 

the network user. 

22. ( Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 8, further comprising: 

executing a plurality of payments on behalf of the enrolled network user; 

storing information associated with each of the executed plurality of payments; 

determining a payment history status based upon the stored information; 

if the determined payment history status is a first payment history status, assigning the 
enrolled network user the first user status; and 

if the determined payment history status is a second payment history status, assigning the 
enrolled network user the second user status. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein: 
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executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a financial 
account associated with the enrolled network user, the account maintained with a financial 
institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of executed plurality of payments includes at 
least one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each respective payment 
resulted in that debit not being honor by the financial institution, 2) information indicating a 
number of payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network user, and 3) a date of execution 
of each respective payment. 

24. (Previously Presented) A system, comprising: 

a communications port configured to receive and transmit information via a network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with providing electronic payment 
services; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
ee«f4gtH=e4 yvogmmmd to 1) receive, from the communications port, information identifying a 
network user, 2) determine, responsive to receiving the information identifying the network user, 
a credit risk associated with making payments by a processing agent on behalf of the network 
user, 3) set, based at least in part on the determined credit risk, a registration status for the 
network user to one of a closed status indicating that the processing agent will only process 
payment requests on behalf of the network user to preferred payees included in a defined 
plurality of preferred payees, or an open status indicating that the processing agent will process 
payment requests on behalf of the network user to either both the preferred payees [for] ] and to 
at least one other payee payees not included in the defin e d plurality of preferred payees, 4) 
direct, when the registration status is set to the closed status, the transmission of a closed 
payment screen that only allows payment to any of the preferred payees; payee included in the 



status, an open payment screen that allows payment to either any of the defined plurality of both 
the preferred payees or- to ■ one of and the at least one other payee, payees; 




r ed payee s^ and 5) direct, when the registration status is set to the open 
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25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the information identifying the 
network, user is received from a sponsor of the network user. 

26-34. (Caneeled) 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the defined plurality of 
preferred payees is determined by an entity other than the network user. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is a sponsor of the 
network user. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is the processing 
agent. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein setting the registration status 
associated with the network user to one of the open status or the closed status is based at least in 
part upon the identity of a sponsor of the network user. 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Withdrawn) A system for making a payment on behalf of a network user, comprising: 
a communication port configured to transmit and receive information via a network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with network users; and 
a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, information 
identifying a network user, and a request to make payment on behalf of the identified network 
user, and 2) select one of a first mode and a second mode of operation: 
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wherein if the first mode of operation is selected, the processor is further configured to 
direct execution of the request to make payment on behalf of the network user to any payee 
designed in the received request; and 

wherein if the second mode of operation is selected, the processor is further configured to 
direct execution, of the request to make payment on behalf of the network user only if one of a 
plurality of payees is designated in the received request, 

41 . (Withdrawn) A system for enrollment in an electronic payment service, comprising: 
a communications port configured to transmit and receive information via a network; 
a memory configured to stored information associated with providing an electronic 

payment service; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request to enroll a 
network user in an electronic payment service, the request including information associated with 
the network user, 2) enroll the network user based upon the received information, 3) assign a first 
user status to the enrolled network user, 4) subsequent to assigning the first user status to the 
enrolled network user, determine a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the 
enrolled network user based on the received information, and 5) if the credit risk is below a 
predetermined threshold, changing the first user status to a second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being determined by 
other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

42. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 41, wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 
the first status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 
the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 



8 



Serial No. 09/820,803 

Filing Date: March 30, 2001 

Amendment and Response to Final Office Action 

43. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to receive, via the network and from the 
communications port, a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user during the 
real-time communications session, and accept for execution the received request during the real- 
time communications session. 

44. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to verify the received information to enroll the 
network user; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 
identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a deposit account associated with the 
network user. 

45. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

wherein the processor is further configured to 1) direct execution of a plurality of 
payments on behalf of the enrolled network user. 2) store information associated with each of the 
executed plurality of payments in the memory, and 3) determine a payment history status based 
upon the stored information; 

wherein if a first payment history status is determined, the processor is further configured 
to assign the first user status to the enrolled network user; and 

wherein if a second payment history status is determined, the processor is further 
configured to assign the second user status to the enrolled network user. 

46. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a financial 
account associated with the enrolled network user maintained with a financial institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of the plurality of payments includes at least 
one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each respective payment resulted the 
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debit not being honored by the financial institution, and 2) information indicating a number of 
payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network user. 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for making a payment on behalf of a network 
user, comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as to: 
receive, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to make payment on 
behalf of the identified network user; 

select one of a first and a second mode of operation based upon the received information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in the received 
request. 

49. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for enrollment in an electronic payment service, 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as to: 

receive a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an. electronic payment 
service, the request including information associated with the network user; 

enroll the network user based upon the received information; 
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assign a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, determine a 
credit risk, associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled network user based upon 
the received information; and 

if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, change the first user status to a 
second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of predetermined payees being 
determined by other than the enrolled network user: and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

50-55. (Canceled) 

56. (Previously Presented) A system, comprising: 

means for maintain ing, b y a processi ng age nt system c omprisi ng one or more server 
com puters, a data rep ository of re gis tered users, the d ata repository co m prising inf ormation for a 
first network user hav ing a first regis trati on status tha t is set to an open sta tus in dicating that the 
processin g a gent syste m wi ll process payme nt reques ts on be half of the first netw ork user to both 
preferred payees in clu ded in a plural ity of prefe rred payees and to at least one other payee not 
included in t he plurality o f preferred payees; 

means for receiving, by [fa] ] the processing agent system^ server-com puter; information 
identifying a second network user; 

means for determining, by the processing agent system ser ver compute r responsive to 
receiving the information identifying the second network user, a credit risk associated with 
making payments on behalf of the second network user; 

means for setting, by the processing agent system server co mputer based at least in part 
on the determined credit risk, a second registration status for the second network user to one of 
(i) a closed status indicating that the processing agent system server computer will only process 
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payment requests on behalf of the second network user to the preferred payees included in the a 
defined plurality of preferred payees; ; 



p ' fefef Fe4payeefH>He-e ther payees not included in the defined plurality of preferred payees; 

means for transmitting, from the processing agent system for presentation to the first 
user, server computer ¥>tei4hei ; egfe tration s tatus- -i s -set-to-tbe-ele s ed- s tatttSy-a-elesed anopen 
payment screen that enfy allows payment, to both the preferred pa yees an d the at least one other 

means for transmitting, from the processing agent system for presentation to the second 

payment screen that only allows payment to erthe«ffly-«f4fee^ef^^ preferred 



57. (Canceled) 

58. (Canceled) 

59. (Canceled) 



60, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62. wherein determining the credit risk 
comprises determining a first credit risk, and further comprising: 

determining, subsequent to setting the second registration status, a second credit risk 
associated with making payments on behalf of the second network user, 

wherein changing the second registration status to the other of the open status or the 
clo sed status comprises changing the second registration status based at least in part on the 
determined second credit risk. 



61. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein a payee is included in the defined 
plurality of preferred payees as a result of (i) an agreement between the payee and the processing 
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agent, (ii) an agreement between a sponsor associated with the network user and the processing 
agent, or (ii) an analysis of a history of payments directed to the payee. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, further comprising: 

changing the second registration status to the ot he r ■■■ of ■ t h e c l os e d -s t at us or -t h e open status. 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 
notifying the second network user of the change in the second registration status. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, wherein the registrat iefl-s4ates4s4fli4iatiy 

receiving a request from the second network, user to upgrade from the closed status to the 
open status, wherein the secon d registration status is changed from the closed status to the open 
status responsive to the received request. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

storing a payment history associated with the seoond network user, wherein the second 
registration status is changed based on the stored payment history. 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 65, wherein changing the registration status 
based on the stored payment history includes at least one of (i) determining a length of time the 
second network user has been registered for payment processing, (ii) determining a number of 
payments directed by the second network user, (iii) determining a number of payments directed 
by the second network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) determining a function 
relating to a number of payments directed by the second network user for which a debit was not 
honored to a total number of payments directed by the second network user. 



67. (Canceled) 
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68. (Canceled) 

69. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
programmed eeafigured to: 

set the registration status to the closed status prior to determining the credit risk and 
during a real-time communication session with the network user, 

wherein the registration status is set to the open status outside a real-time communication 
session with the network user. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72. 70? wherein determining a the credit risk 
comprises de termining a first credit risk, and wherein the processor is further programmed 
eem%ured to: 

determine, subsequent to setting the registration status, a second credit risk associated 
with making payments on behalf of the network user, and 

change the registration status to the other of the open status or the closed status based at 
least in part on the determined second credit risk. 

73 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein a payee is included in the defined 
plurality of preferred payees as a result of (i) an agreement between the payee and the processing 
agent, (ii) an. agreement between a sponsor associated with the network user and the processing 
agent, or (ii) an analy sis of a history of payments directed to the payee. 

72. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
programmed c onfigured to: 

change the registration status fern to I [the j] an other of the closed status or the open 

status. 

73. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
programmed eenfigUFed to: 



14 



Serial No. 09/820,803 

Filing Date: March 30,2001 

Amendment and Response to Finai Office Action 



notify the network user of the change in registration status. 

74. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the registration status is initially 
set to the closed status, and wherein the processor is further pro grammed eenf4g«Fed to: 

receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request from the network 
user to upgrade from the closed status to the open status, wherein the registration status is 
changed from the closed status to the open status responsive to the received request. 

75. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
programmed configured to: 




store a payment history associated with the network user in the memory, wherein the 
registration status is changed from to the other of the closed status or the open status based on the 
stored payment history. 

76. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the change in ehangmg the 
registration status based on the stored payment history includes at least one of (i) determining a 
length of time the network user has been registered for payment processing, (ii) determining a 
number of payments directed by the network user, (iii) determining a number of payments 
directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) determining a function 
relating a number of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored to 
a total number of payments directed by the network user. 

77. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
changing the first registration status to the closed status. 
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